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Y
COVID-19 & THE EU FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLE SECTOR

The EU fresh fruit & vegetable supply chain has adapted & re-adapted to
changing operating conditions to supply consumers with healthy & fresh
products during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Freshfel Europe’'s Impact Assessment examines the short & long-term implications
of the COVID-19 pandemic for the sector. All layers of the supply chain, from

production to retail, have been affected by key challenges that will have significant
repercussions for the sector. Key recommendations to policy-markers are provided.
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SHEET for the EU Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Sector

RECOMMENDATIONS TO POLICY-MAKERS

Freshfel Europe urges policy-makers to take decisive action to ensure the
sustainability of the sector so that safe, healthy fresh fruit & vegetables are
continually available to consumers now & beyond the pandemic.
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ABOUT THE EU FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLE SECTOR

The EU fresh fruit & vegetable sector has an estimated turnover of more than
€200 billion, creating ~5 million direct & indirect jobs. Each year 125 million T of
fresh fruit & vegetables is produced in the EU (80 million T for the fresh

market), while 50 million T is consumed in Member States where it is grown. @

Annually the fresh fruit & vegetable intra-EU market trade (30 million T) is
worth >€30 billion, while exports to 3rd countries (5 million T) are worth €4.8
billion & imports to the EU (16 million T) are worth €17 billion annually.
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